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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
1948, the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights of 1966 and other
international treatises on human rights recognise
HOUSING AS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT FOR
EVERYONE. A right that has been included as
part of the the Sustainable Development Goals of
the 2030 Agenda (SDG 11).

In spite of this, 20% of the world’s population still
has no access to decent housing and, as a result,
other fundamental rights are denied them.

COVID-19 has exacerbated inequalities and has
thrown into sharp focus the absence of a
framework of action for addressing the barriers to
access to housing.
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Access to an adequate home does not mean just having a
roof over one’s head, but also fulfilling a series of
conditions that enable people to enjoy various rights, for
example, employment, healthcare, social security, the
democratic participation, privacy and education, which is
fundamental. The conditions a home must meet are:
secure possession, the availability of services, materials,
utilities and infrastructure, the effective use of resources
(efficiency and sustainability), health standards,
affordability, habitability, accessibility, location and cultural
appropriateness.

INTRODUCTION

In sixteen OECD countries, over 40% of low-income 
homeowners with a mortgage spent more than 40% of 
their disposable income on housing in 2016. 

Only 13% of the world's cities have affordable 
housing for the majority of their population.

Households in rented accommodation tend to spend 
over 25% of their monthly income on their rent.

4.5 billion people live in cities, amounting to almost 55% 
of the world population and the forecasts indicate that 
this figure will rise  to 68% by 2050.

More than a billion people live in slums. 



Housing is a right that concerns every country, not just
the most underprivileged, and even though states’
particular situations maybe different, there are
problems common to all of them. Identifying these
problems and finding solutions to them is a challenge,
duty and responsibility we all share.

The New Urban Agenda (NUA), approved during the
Habitat III Conference, is intended to establish the
principles of policies on inclusive urban spaces and on
providing access to basic services. Cities are regarded
as an important force for global development in the
NUA, which also raises the issue of how we should be
managing the challenge of the process of urbanisation
to improve the lives of all.

In relation to housing, the NUA defines the priorities for
achieving Goal 11 of the 2030 Agenda, which are
governance, planning and finance. Specifically, there
is a need for a defined governance structure, to create
and maintain the planning and management of spatial
and urban development, and to establish solid
financing mechanisms.

It is on the basis of these aspirations that the AHA
Forum seeks to promote joint work by stakeholders,
both in the government sphere and in the private
sector, to generate coalitions, to renew and
incentivise sustainable development, to define and
detail the barriers that block access to housing, to be
achieved by disseminating empirical, practical
knowledge, analysing and compiling data,
promoting best practices, and creating global
networks and alliances.
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INTRODUCTION

ON THE BASIS THAT:
Housing is a global goal that relates to an 
absolutely fundamental universal right. 
That the difficulties and obstacles to 
achieving it are diverse but with similar 
characteristics and origin in many 
situations, despite differences that may 
exist in culture, economic growth and 
social circumstances.

IT IS A MATTER OF:
Seeking and identifying barriers and 
seeking and identifying situations and 
strategies that are successful in 
responding to these barriers.

TO ACHIEVE:
A core of knowledge that will make it possible in every 
instance to identify the fundamental barriers to 
meeting the need for a decent and adequate home. To 
access cases of success in different cultural, economic 
development and social circumstances, while 
facilitating contact between people to support and 
improve strategies and actions. A network of networks 
consisting of experts and bodies from home and 
abroad with the ability to access relevant data for each 
barrier or situation related to access to housing.
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The Affordable Housing Activation Forum aims to
establish a framework for collaborative, innovative,
cutting-edge and paradigmatic work. It will
provide an opportunity to meet with others to
analyse and summarise specific proposals with a
view to ascertaining the current housing situation
and possible areas of medium and long-term
action, with an inclusive, analytical, rigorous and
cross-sector approach to barriers and potential
solutions at a global level.

The focus of the forum will be problems that block
access to housing and will include a specific
consideration of discrimination, which in this field
encompasses issues such as legislation and
policies, development that excludes, secure
possession, participation, etc.

Environmental sustainability, the climate
emergency, the demographic crisis, equitable
taxation policies, urban models and systems
based on land use are just some of the issues that
will be debated thanks to the contributions of
international experts.

We will be encompassing all the disciplines
involved in order to create a core of knowledge
that will make it possible to pinpoint the main
problems to be resolved and identify successful
cases and best practices that will provide
inspiration and enable realistic and viable
solutions to be implemented.

WHAT THE FORUM OFFERS



WHAT THE FORUM OFFERS

The focus of the forum will be to achieve institutional
sustainability by promoting the synergies of lasting
multilateral partnerships, drawing on the conclusions
of previous debates and forums, thereby making it
possible to move forwards and to create a new
movement in which, for the first time, stakeholders
will come together to address the solutions to
identified common barriers.

THE AIM IS TO ESCHEW STANDARDISATION, SEEKING
INSTEAD A FRAMEWORK OF REFERENCE AROUND
THE CONCEPT OF HABITABILITY AND CREATING A
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT THAT ESTABLISHES THE
CONDITIONS FOR RETHINKING THE FUTURE BY
PLACING THE INHABITANT CENTRE STAGE.



The Forum will be an event of maximum
international impact capable of establishing long-
term lines of reference; to create global networks
and alliances around international co-ordination, with
the maximum backing of organisations, governments,
bodies and institutions; and to promote synergies that
can drive all-encompassing strategies and projects.

GOALS OF THE FORUM

IT WILL BE AN EVENT THAT SEEKS TO ACHIEVE
CONSENSUS AND ESTABLISH MINIMUM
HABITABILITY REQUIREMENTS (ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY OF PROCESSES; EFFICIENT
USE OF MATERIALS AND RESOURCES; SAFETY AND
SECURITY; PRIVACY; COHABITATION; ETC.) BASED
ON EXISTING KNOWLEDGE OF THE BARRIERS TO
ACCESS TO HOUSING AND OF THE NEEDS OF
RESIDENTS.

By means of reports and the sharing of indicators and
parameters, we will be responding in a specific
manner to concrete problems with
recommendations with a view to generating tools
that will help in the implementation of real solutions.
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In order to address the problem of access to decent housing in a
holistic manner and to debate all the aspects that affect it, the
International Union of Architects (UIA)* is promoting the UIA
Forum Affordable Housing Activation in Madrid from 18 to 20
May 2022.

UIA Forums are set up as a means to generate encounters
around the major issues facing the profession and to forge links
between architecture and other disciplines and viewpoints
involved in solving common challenges.

At the UIA’s General Assembly held on 11 June 2019 at its forum
in Baku, Madrid was elected over Riyadh by a large majority as
the host city for the UIA 2022 International Forum thanks to the
broad institutional backing for the project, including the
collaboration of UN-Habitat and the endorsement of Spanish
government, Community of Madrid and Madrid City Council.

*The UIA came into being as a federation of organisations in Lausanne (Switzerland) in 1948. At
the beginning, it encompassed twenty-seven states. Today it has 104 member sections that
represent 115 countries and over 1.5 million architects around the globe. In addition, it is a flagship
in generating international congresses and forums with strategic alliances with bodies such as
UNESCO, UN-Habitat and the UNWTO. It is the international body with greatest global
influence in relation to architecture and one of the most influential on issues to do with the
urban environment, design and heritage, linking all its activity and undertakings to
international agendas and sustainability.

UIA
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The methodology entails tackling instruments by adopting an
integrated, cross-disciplinary vision that can contribute to
decision-making, basing ourselves on the concept of institutional
sustainability that will enable us to gather, compile, catalyse
and synthesise without duplicating.

MINIMUM INTERVENTION WITH MAXIMUM IMPACT

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

• Housing in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the definition of ‘adequate housing’ used by the
United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

• Analysis of housing from the various economic, social
and cultural perspectives.

• Definition of references to single out the most
important barriers to housing.

• Analysis of the barriers to a decent home and the
contextualisation of these barriers.

METHODOLOGY

MINIMISE ACTIONS RE-USE CONTENT REACTIVATE THE 
ALREADY USED

CO-OPERATION COMMUNICATION CREATION OF 
ALLIANCES

PLAN OF CONCEPTUAL WORK



METHODOLOGY

• Study and identification of barriers/needs.
• Compiling, analysis, synthesis and visual presentation of

data.
• Location, study and contextualisation of cases of success.
• Identification of tools for exchanging knowledge.
• Sharing of principles, concepts and experiences (best

practices).
• Responses and proposed solutions.

• Use of synergies and networks: strategic alliances.
• Short-term commitment; long-term vision.
• Continuity and results: defining.
• International impact: maximum ambition.
• Offer solutions and cases of success.

PLAN OF PROGRAMMATICAL WORK 

LINES OF REFERENCE
- Institutional sustainability
- Analysis of barriers and specific 

solutions
- Long-term strategies
- Significance 

DEBATE SHARE DISSEMINATE

PARTICIPATE INVOLVE DRIVE
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The Affordable Housing Activation Forum
benefits from the institutional support and
involvement of leading stakeholders
capable of ensuring the success of the
event: the UIA, the Spanish government
(through the Ministry of Transport, Mobility
and Urban Agenda and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Co-operation), Madrid
City Council, the Community of Madrid and
UN-Habitat (the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme).

The support of the professional structure in
Madrid is assured by the COAM and the
construction sector, as well as by the 2030
Observatory of the CSCAE, which represents
all the stakeholders involved in Spain in
designing cities.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE



The forum will have an Honorary Board and an
Institutional Committee, as well as an Organising
Committee consisting of the promoting bodies.

This management team will be complemented by
an Advisory Council of Experts and an Advisory
Liaison Council, through which other organisations,
institutions and bodies will be involved, as well as
national governments, local authorities, industry, the
financial sector, foundations, associations, academia
and the private sector. These councils will make it
possible to draw up a programme of initiatives and
innovative working structures while fostering a
network of networks that will drive the channelling
of information and the selection of experts and
content, placing the event centre stage
internationally.

The AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTIVATION Forum
will have a technological platform that will promote
the content and allow global access from December
2021. www.ahamadrid.com

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 
INDUSTRY, THE FINANCIAL SECTOR, FOUNDATIONS, 
ASSOCIATIONS, ACADEMIA AND THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR WILL ALL BE INVOLVED, FOSTERING A 
NETWORK OF NETWORKS THAT WILL PLACE THE 
EVENT CENTRE STAGE INTERNATIONALLY.

http://www.ahamadrid.com/
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PROGRAMMING ADVISORY BOARD
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The programme includes analytical sessions on the
barriers that hinder access to housing. These sessions will
be structured in accordance with a pre-established script to
facilitate a clear exposition and understanding of the
themes addressed.

PROGRAMME

To this end, the debates will start with a specific premise
based on concrete data that have already been analysed,
crossed, summarised and reworked in an attractive manner
using data science, inviting delegates to reflect on the
current state of each obstacle with a view to subsequently
identifying specific solutions in the successful models
presented. Types of formats will be developed for the
official sessions and the informal gatherings that can be
combined in a dynamic, versatile and attractive way and
that will also appeal to the media.

DEBATE SHARE DISSEMINATE

PARTICIPATE INVOLVE DRIVE



PROGRAMME

The afternoon sessions on exemplary buildings
will focus on sustainability, with each day
addressing one of its variants: social, economic
and environmental sustainability. The aim is to
determine how architecture responds in an
overall manner to diverse scenarios and with the
diverse stakeholders involved.

THE ANALYTICAL SESSIONS ON THE BARRIERS WILL 
BE HELD IN THE MORNINGS.

IN THE AFTERNOONS, SESSIONS OF A MORE 
SYNTHETIC NATURE WILL BE HELD. 

5
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In addition, the programme will be promoting the
inclusion around the world under the AHA umbrella
of activities already programmed and new proposals
for side events, with a specific emphasis on access to
housing, that will complement and add value to the
forum’s content. The side events will generate
diverse content in the form of workshops, talks,
exhibitions and other activities.

In combination, these efforts will at a global level
involve in the debate all those stakeholders who
wish to be a part of this movement and to
contribute to compiling, sharing, disseminating and
summing up knowledge and best practices on
‘REMOVING BARRIERS’ between December 2021
and May 2022 and who share the aim of generating
a lasting and sustainable collaborative model of
action.

FORMAT

Workshop

Exhibition

Conference

Masterclass

Seminar

Roundtable

Exhibition

Conference

Workshop

Seminar

Workshop
Masterclass

Exhibition

Conference

Conference



The Affordable Housing Activation Forum will be held in a
hybrid format: in-person, with a strong emphasis on the
experiential aspect, and online on the forum’s website
and social media, which will disseminate with optimal
quality the content and the repositories of that content,
ensuring the easy, attractive, dynamic and intuitive display
and access to information to the high standard expected
of a forum in the digital era.

The configuration of the presentations will be spectacular
and innovative, the aim being to fully immerse in-person
and online attendees in the event. A premium will be
placed on quality audiovisual material and high-impact
content that will be available online.

FORMAT



www.ahamadrid.com

Contact: 
Email: info@ahamadrid.com
Address A.T. COAM (Colegio Oficial Arquitectos de Madrid)
Hortaleza 63 (28004) Madrid

mailto:info@ahamadrid.com

